Getting Started on Winlink
(for Windows Operating System)
Install and Configure:
Go to: https://winlink.org
Under Get WinLink Express, click Download.
Scroll down to and click on Download Winlink Express
Winlink_Express_install (current version number).zip should appear at the bottom of the window.
Click on it, ( If not, look in your Downloads folder)
Double click on RMS Express Setup.msi
Click Next in the Setup Wizard window. Click Next two more times.
IF a popup asks permission, click Yes.
When install is complete, Click Close. Close all open windows.

Double click on the RMS Express icon (purple checkerboard) on your desktop.
If the register ... pop up appears, click Remind me later.

This is your main Winlink Express window. (There won’t be any contacts listed in the Contacts field in
lower left corner.)
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Click Settings, then Winlink Express Setup. The following window appears.


https://winlink.org/
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Call Signs Contact Information (Optional)

Callsign suffix {optional): I:I (Used for country code) [ Show password

MName:

Street address 1:

Password recovery e-mail: | | Street address 2:
(Mon-Winlink e-mail address where lost password will be sent when requested) City:
Remove Callsign Request password be sent to recovery e-mail State/Province:
Postal code:

Auiliary Callsigns and Tactical Addresses

|
|
|
|
|
Country: |
|
|
|
|

Add Entry Web Site URL {optional):
Remove Entry Phone number:
Edit Entry MNon-Winlink e-mail:

Additional information (optional):

My Grid Square: l:l Lat/Lon to Grid Square

Winlink Express registration key: | |

Path to propagation forecast program: |C:'-Jtshbe"-. | Recalculate HF path qualtty if SFl changes more than:
Service Codes Keeplogsfor | 2 13 weeks. Keep deleted messages for days.
|F‘UBL|C EMCOMM | [[] Display list of pending incoming messages prior to download

Wam about connections to stations holding messages
Allow diagnostic information to be sent to the Winlink Development Team
[ Automaticaly install field4est {bets) versions of Winlink Express

(Use PUBLIC for ham call signs. Separate multiple service codes by spaces )
if you change service codes, you must update the list of channels.

Update Cancel

Enter your callsign and password. (Hint: store your password in your smartphone in case you forget it)
Enter your email address.

Enter your Grid Square. If you don’t know it, click the Lat/Lon to Grid Square and enter your Latitude
and Longitude then click Calculate, then click Accept. If you don’t know your lat and long, you can find
it on Google Earth, a geocaching site, or you can get the Maidenhead Grid Calculator app on your
smartphone and click Grid by GPS))

In the Service Codes field, enter PUBLIC EMCOMM

On the right side, the Contact Information is optional.

After Recalculate HF path quality if SFI changes more than: Enter 25. Do this even if you are not going
to be doing any HF.

Choose a number for Keep logs for __ weeks, and for Keep deleted messages for __ days. ( | use 2 and
30 respectively)

For the next four check boxes, check only the middle two.

Click Update



Back in the main Winlink Express window, click Settings, then Preferences.
Make yours look like this:

=

Message Reading Options
Viewing seconds before marking message read:

| Putomatically move read tems to Read tems folder [] !

Message acknowledgement options
[ ] Default to requesting message read acknowledgements
[] Automatically send meszage read acknowledgements without prompting

[] Ignore read acknowledgement requests on incoming messages

Message sending options

Automatically add contact entry for each destination address
[] Add "//WLZK" to the subject of messages

Line wrapping

Wrap print lines after this many characters:

Distance Units

() km (@ Mies

|Ipdate Cancel

Click Update.

You are now setup for TELNET operation. Telnet uses only the internet and does not require a TNC or
radio.

Configure for Packet Winlink operation:
In main window, click the down arrow in the Open Session field and click Packet Winlink.
Click Open Session. You should see this:




5:: Packet Winlink Session

Exit  Settings  Switch to Peer-to-Peer Session  Channel Selection 1200 Baud  Start  Stop

Connection type:  Direct v " Via || | o |

Edit script  Add script  Remove script

Connection script:

Time to next Autoconnect = Disabled

*** Starting WL2K pachet session...
*** Initiglizing ; port ; 9600 baud

*** Initialization complete

*** Ready

Click Settings. This window will appear:




5:: Packet Winlink/P2P Setup *

THC Connection

Packet THC Type: w
Packet THNC Model: “ MutaConnedt Time
Serial Port: w |Disa|:||eu:| w
Serial Port Baud: |127.0.0.1 ||8100 |

[] K Auto Connect iz enabled, open session when Winlink Express is started

TMC Parameters
(® 1200 Baud () 9600 Baud

T¥ Delay (Miliseconds): | 400 w 300 w

Maximum Packet Length: | 128 e 128 e

Maximum Frames: |4 o 2 e

Frack: |2 w 2 w

Persistance: | 160 w 24 e

Slot time: | 30 o 20 o

Mazimum Retries: | & LY 5 w

E;ﬁraj'jdm [  Transmitlevel: [ 100 |= 00 |
Enable IPoll  [] Ll
Update Cancel

Use the down arrows and select your TNC Type and Model and Serial Port.

If only one serial port is listed, choose it. If more than one is listed, just pick one. If you can’t
connect, come back here and try a different port.

Make the rest of the fields match the above sample.

Click update

Contacts:

Click Contacts in lower left corner of main screen.

Click Add.

Enter a Name

You can enter a standard email address or a callsign (if the ham has a Winlink account)
Click Save.

Repeat for each Contact entry.



